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          10 September 2019 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Welcome to Class 1! The year ahead looks great, filled with exciting learning opportunities.  We are 
committed to making the transition into Year 1 as smooth as possible and, as such, the start of the 
year will look very similar to the end of their reception year. As the year progresses, changes will be 
made to these routines to encompass the expected learning outcomes of a year 1 child. We have a 
clipboard in the classroom on which you can notify us of any after school arrangements. Please let us 
know if there are any changes to usual pick- ups or clubs. 
 
This term our quest is Explorers and we will be covering lots of geography, music, art and history 
alongside our core subjects. The children love to welcome visitors and hear people talk about their 
topic so if any parents have any expertise in animals please do let us know.  
 
Adults in Year 1 
The children will be taught by Mrs McDonagh on Mondays and Tuesdays and by Mrs Atterton on 
Tuesday afternoons, Wednesday mornings, Thursdays and Fridays; Mrs Storrs-Fox is in the classroom 
every day. Mr Stead and Mrs Cutler will teach the children on a Wednesday afternoon and will cover 
computing and RE.   
 
Arriving in the morning 
We would like to encourage independence and would ask that the children put away their own 
things when they arrive in the morning. There is a white basket for their reading books. We are 
happy for parents/guardians to walk their children in but would encourage a quick goodbye so that 
they can settle quickly, ready for the day. Should you need to speak to either of us, we will be 
available from 8.45am when the door is opened. If you have any more in depth questions or require 
any information then please do catch us at the end of the day when it is a little quieter or feel free to 
arrange a time to come in and chat.  
 
Reading and phonics 
As in reception the children will learn phonics every morning to support their reading and writing 
progress. We aim to hear the children read during the week but ask parents to support us in hearing 
children read their school book at home. The expectation is for children to read to an adult 4 times a 
week. Just 10 minutes each time really does make a huge difference. Please ensure that your child 
bring their book and reading record book into school every day.  
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Homework  
Your child will bring home a high frequency word list for them to practise along with weekly 
spellings. Spellings will be sent home on a Monday and the children will be tested on them on a 
Friday. Please support them with practising these and ensuring they understand all the words.  
 
PE 
The children will need their PE kits in school at all times. This term PE will be on Tuesdays and 
Fridays. During our lessons the children will be exploring movement through dance and developing a 
range of PE skills through a fun and creative way.  
 
Sleepover Sid 
Our class ‘Sleepover Sid’ is a teddy which we will send home with a different child each week. Sid 
comes with a diary for you and your child to record what you get up to at the weekend or during the 
week. Please can you encourage your child to draw a picture or write some sentences to share what 
Sleepover Sid got up to and return him the following week. We will share Sid’s adventures with the 
class. 
 
If any of you would like to come into school and hear the children read then this would be very 
welcome and please do come and speak to one of us and we can make arrangements for this.  
 
Please find attached our curriculum overview for our ‘Explorers’ quest. 
 
We look forward to an exciting and fun term! 
 
 

 
Yours sincerely 
Class 1 Team 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
  


