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Early  
Reading 



Early Years – a Look at Reading 



Development Matters - Reading 



Developing Early Reading skills 
 
Is somebody happy to read this to us all? 



Developing Early Reading skills 
 
How about now? 



Developing Early Reading Skills 
- Phonics 
Before learning to read full sentences children 
need to learn the sounds that letters make and 
learn how to segment and blend them together.  
We teach them to do this through phonics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We must not forget those tricky words! 



Supporting your child in class… 

 Daily story time 

 Guided reading 

 Interventions and strategies to support 
development of blending and segmenting 
skills. 

 Daily phonics sessions 

 Individual reading 



What you can do at home…. 
 Make reading fun and part of your daily routine. 

 Use the sounds of letters not the names. 

 Play games such as rhyming games. 

 Play games such as I spy and Simon Says using letter 
sounds. 

 Allow your child to  progress at his / her pace. 

 Don’t expect your child to read a word before he/she has 
been taught the sounds in it. 

 Try to read or play word games with your child everyday – 
it makes a huge difference. 

 Visit the library / book shops and share a love of reading 
with your child. 

 Praise and encourage any effort they make. 

 

 

 



End of Reception Year 

Reading – Early Learning 
Goal 

‘Children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic 
knowledge to decod regular words and read them aloud accurately. 
They also read some common irregular words. They demonstrate 
understanding when talking to others about what they have read.’ 



Any questions? 
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Early  
Writing 



Early Years – a Look at Writing 



Development Matters - Writing 



Developing Early Writing Skills 

Before putting pen to paper… building gross & fine 
motor skills and funky fingers! 
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Getting it right…. 
Helping your child to begin to 
write 

 Mark-making with meaning – can your child talk 
about the marks that they make?  

 Swapping hands & pencil grip – show your child 
how a pencil should be held & gently encourage 
this…every child will be ready for this in their 
own time.  



The way your child draws/ 
writes… 
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Letter formation  

 When your child begins to show signs of being 
ready to write, please encourage the correct 
letter formation.  

 Please encourage your child to use lower case 
letters (with exception of initial letter of their 
name). Capital letters should only be introduced 
when your child is beginning to write sentences 
with some confidence and they are aware of 
upper case letters from their learning in 
phonics.  

 Bad habits are very difficult to ‘un-learn’ – let’s 
get it right from the very beginning!  



Beginning to write…what next? 

Individual letter formation and forming letters in their own 
first name.  

 

 

Writing CVC words and making phonetically plausible 
attempts at other simple  words. Writing their full name.  

 

 

Writing short captions and sentences.  

 

 

Sustained writing – writing for longer periods and producing 
longer pieces of written work.  



Segmenting for spelling 

 Children must be able to use strategies from 
phonics to ‘chop up’ or ‘segment’ the words into 
individual sounds before they can write the 
words.  

 Use your robot arms. 

 Count the sounds in the word.  

 Repetition and lots of practice is the key! 



Supporting your child in class… 

 Child-led writing  

 Guided writing 

 Interventions and strategies to support 
development of gross and fine motor 
skills. 

 Daily phonics sessions 

 Funky fingers and Handwriting  



What you can do at home…. 
 Messy play – cornflour & water to make slime, mark-

making in hair conditioner, tweezers/ spoons to collect 
pasta, buttons, beads, rice….the list is endless!  

 Creative – painting, drawing & colouring 

 Outdoor play – climbing, digging in the mud & throwing & 
catching games.  

 Big scale mark-making – chalks on the floor, buckets of 
water & large paint brushes or rollers.  

 Writing shopping lists together to take with you – can 
your child read their own writing and tick items off the 
list as you find them? 

 Writing cards, diaries and invitations to friends and 
family – it is important that writing has a purpose.  

 

 



End of Reception Year 

‘…they handle equipment and tools effectively, 
including pencils for writing.’ 

Moving and handling 
– Early Learning 
Goal Criteria 



End of Reception Year 

Writing – Early Learning 
Goal 

‘Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which 
match their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular common 
words. They write simple sentences which can easily be read by 
themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others 
are phonetically plausible.’ 



Any questions? 
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Early  
Mathematics 



Mathematics 



Early Years – a Look at Mathematics 

Number 



Early Years – a Look at Mathematics 

Shape 
Space and 
Measures 



What Maths might look like in Early 
Years… 



Numbers Numbers Numbers! 

 It is essential that children have a solid 
understanding of number and what each number 
represents. We do this through counting, using 
objects, pattern recognition and numeral 
recognition. We focus on one number at a time 
and find all the different ways to make this 
number, represent this number, what number is 
1 more and 1 less than this, 2 more/less etc.  



Concrete, Pictorial, Abstract 

  We teach addition and subtraction using a 
range of materials and ensure that children 
progress through these stages to ensure they 
understand and can represent their 
understanding in a range of ways. We use this 
method to help us solve number stories / 
problems. 



Numicon – what is it??? 



Writing Numbers 

 A very tricky skill! 

 Although children are not required to form 
numbers in Reception class, we would encourage 
children that are ready to begin this. 

 It is an essential skill for year 1  



Mathematical vocabulary is so 
important! 

Full      empty     long     short    
longer    shortest    more    less    
same     subtract    take-away    

total    count    add     
2D shapes     3D shapes    sides    

corners    
And more….. 

Use some of these words with 
your children during play.  



Children learn best when… 

 Maths is practical 

 Maths is fun 

 Maths is used as part of their own play or a 
game.  

 Maths is purposeful.  

 



What you can do at home… 
 Singing number songs e.g 5 little ducks, 10 green bottles etc – 

 Practical maths – counting items into a shopping basket, adding 
small quantities of coins together, sharing toy food at a teddy 
bear’s picnic etc.  

 Play should include opportunities for size, shape, capacity, 
number and simple addition and subtraction vocabulary.  

 Remember to write down significant learning on a WOW moment! 

 Board games 

 Online games exploring number, shape and more! 

 Playing I spy whilst on walks out and about – which shapes or 
numbers can you see? Number plates, numbers on buses etc are 
great for this.  

 Baking – support your child in reading numbers for ingredients, 
counting spoon fulls into a bowl, timing the baking of cakes etc.  



Reception End of Year 
Early Learning Goal – Number 
 
Children count reliably with numbers from 
one to 20, place them in order and say 
which is one more and one less than a given 
number. Using quantities and objects. They 
add and subtract two single-digit numbers 
and count on and backwards to find the 
answer. They solve problems, including 
doubling, halving and sharing.  



Reception End of Year 
Early Learning Goal – Shape, 
Space and Measures 
 
Children use everyday language to 
talk about size, weight, capacity, 
position, distance, time and 
money to compare quantities and 
objects and to solve problems. 
They recognise, create and 
describe patterns. They explore 
characteristics of everyday 
objects and shapes and use 
mathematical language to 
describe them.  



Any questions? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCK6XlPOamMkCFQPSGgodpfcJyw&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-340833.html&bvm=bv.107467506,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGkp69QW7lZG7BMcqZJrL8rvPf4ew&ust=1447875552065797


http://careerconfidential.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/ThankYou2.jpg

